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over, he has spoken of it fully and very pertinently,
as of everything which concerns the manners of these
barbarous Nations. I will only say that, if God
gives them the grace to embrace the Faith, I shall
find certain matters in some of their procedures to
reform; for, in the first place, there are some who
raise a band of resolute young braves for the pur-
pose, it seems, of avenging a private quarrel and the
death of a friend, rather than for the honor and pres-
ervation of the Fatherland,—and then, when they
seize some of their enemies, they treat them with all
the cruelty they can devise. Five or six days will
sometimes pass in assuaging their wrath, and in burn-
ing them at a slow [158] fire; and they are not satis-
fied with seeing their skins entirely roasted,—they
open the legs, the thighs, the arms, and the most
fleshy parts, and thrust therein glowing brands, or
red-hot hatchets. Sometimes in the midst of these
torments they compel them to sing; and those who
have the courage do it, and hurl forth a thousand
imprecations against those who torment them; on
the day of their death they must even outdo this, if
they have strength; and sometimes the kettle in
which they are to be boiled will be on the fire, while
these poor wretches are still singing as loudly as they
can. This inhumanity is altogether intolerable; and
so many do not go willingly to these baleful feasts.
After having at last brained a victim, if he was a
brave man, they tear out his heart, roast it on the
coals, and distribute it in pieces to the young men;
they think that this renders them courageous. Others
make an incision in the upper part of their necks and
cause some of his blood to run into it,—which has,
they say, this virtue, that since they have mingled



